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Education Forum to Discuss State's, Nation's Higher Education Attainment
Postsecondary Education and Nebraska's Future forum to discuss United States' slipping higher education attainment and solutions for improving performance
LINCOLN, Neb. – From a global perspective, the United States' higher educational system is no longer the class valedictorian.  In fact, compared to other countries, the United States might be becoming the proverbial "C-student."
A recent report from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development ranked the United States 16th in high school graduation rates and ninth in higher education attainment. Nebraska's state senators and educational leaders will discuss those challenges as well as focus on Nebraska's needs at the Postsecondary Education and Nebraska's Future forum, which will be held on December 5, 2007 from 1:30 to 5:00 p.m. at The Cornhusker, located in Lincoln at 333 S. 13th Street.  
Hosted by Sen. Ron Raikes, chair of the Nebraska Legislature's Education Committee, and the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education (CCPE), the forum will address postsecondary educational challenges in the United States and progress being made abroad.  In particular, they will discuss how to improve Nebraska's college-going rates, which are generally good but could be significantly improved. 

Among the presenters will be Dennis Jones, president of the National Center of Higher Education Management Systems and one of the country's most well-respected experts on higher education. He will present Nebraska's higher education performance in comparison to national and international data.  Jones will also discuss how Nebraskans can respond to its current challenges.  
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The forum will also relate to an interim Legislative study to examine policy changes that would encourage more Nebraskans to pursue higher education in Nebraska.  

"In the United States today, for the first time in our nation's history, we have a younger generation of Americans that is less well-educated than the older generation," said Marshall Hill, executive director of the CCPE.  "By generating discussions on the issues and dilemmas surrounding this challenge, forum participants will gain a solid grasp for what we need to do to improve students' college-going rates in Nebraska and across the nation."
About Nebraska's Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education

Nebraska's Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education (CCPE) serves as an independent voice within Nebraska's higher education system to promote sound policies that apply to the best interests of taxpayers, students and Nebraska's postsecondary institutions. The CCPE is governed by 11 commissioners appointed by the governor with the approval of the Nebraska State Legislature.  The CCPE recommends policy to the legislative and executive branches to improve and support postsecondary education.  The CCPE also reviews and recommends operating budgets, administers the Nebraska State Grant program, approves academic degree programs, and reviews for approval new tax-funded building projects proposed by Nebraska's public institutions.  For more information about the CCPE, please visit www.ccpe.state.ne.us.
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