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Report Concludes Nebraska is Tops in the Nation in Use of Student Support
Nebraska's postsecondary students know a good deal when they see it.  In fact, a new U.S. Department of Education report on how states award new education grant funds says they're the best in the nation. 

The Academic Competitiveness (AC) and National Science and Mathematics Access to Retain Talent (SMART) Grants: Year 1 Results reported Nebraska's eligible first- and second-year college students have the highest rate of AC Grant participation in the nation.  According to the report, which provided nationwide data on distribution of these grant funds provided under the Higher Education Reconciliation Act of 2006, more than 3,000 Nebraska students (36.5 percent) are receiving AC Grant funds.
The AC Grant and SMART Grant programs award need-based funds to low-income college students.  The AC Grant applies to first- and second-year undergraduates who completed a rigorous high school curriculum.  The SMART Grant applies to third- and fourth-year undergraduates majoring in certain technical fields or foreign languages deemed vital to national security.  
"This report is good news for Nebraska and its students," said Marshall Hill, executive director of Nebraska's Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education.  "It means Nebraska is doing a good job getting additional financial support for our most needy students, and it also means that those students are better prepared to succeed in postsecondary education.  We look forward to doing even better next year."
- more -
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All AC Grant and SMART Grant recipients must first be eligible to receive Pell Grant funds, which are federal funds awarded to students based on students' expected family contributions, the costs to attend postsecondary institutions and students' enrollment statuses. AC Grants provide an additional $750 to a first-year undergraduate student and $1,300 for a second-year undergraduate.  SMART Grant amounts are $4,000 each for third- and fourth-year undergraduates.  
To view the U.S. Department of Education report in its entirety, please go to www.ed.gov/programs/smart/performance.html.

About Nebraska's Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education

Nebraska's Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education (CCPE) serves as an independent voice within Nebraska's higher education system to promote sound policies that apply to the best interests of taxpayers, students and Nebraska's postsecondary institutions. The CCPE is governed by 11 commissioners appointed by the governor with the approval of the Nebraska State Legislature.  The CCPE recommends policy to the legislative and executive branches to improve and support postsecondary education.  The CCPE also reviews and recommends operating budgets, administers the Nebraska State Grant program, approves academic degree programs, and reviews for approval new tax-funded building projects proposed by Nebraska's public institutions.  For more information about the CCPE, please visit www.ccpe.state.ne.us.
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