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New Nebraska Higher Education Progress Report Released
Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education report sees little change in graduation and enrollment rates
LINCOLN, Neb. –  The more things change, the more they stay the same, as the saying goes. This was the assessment of the 2008 Nebraska Higher Education Progress Report approved by the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education (CCPE) at its meeting yesterday at Bellevue University. The report, which reviews the advancement of educational priorities among Nebraska's colleges and universities from fall 2003 to fall 2006, concludes that total postsecondary enrollment and college graduation rates have increased slightly. However, Nebraska continues to lose more college-educated adults than it gains.
"While this report concludes that educational attainment has not changed much in the past few years, it provides us with a clear view that we're moving in a positive direction," said Marshall Hill, executive director of the CCPE. "However, it also cautions us that we still face challenges in encouraging more of our minority students to go to college and enticing our college graduates to stay in the state."

The report focuses on three key priorities that evaluate the progress of Nebraska's postsecondary education system.  The priorities, which were defined in 2003 by the Legislature's Higher Education Task Force, include:

1) Increasing the number of students who enter postsecondary education in Nebraska;
2) Increasing the percentage of students who enroll and successfully complete a degree; and
3) Reducing, eliminating and then reversing the net out-migration of Nebraskans with high levels of educational attainment.
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The following information provides more detailed findings based on the priorities.
Priority One – Increase the number of students who enter postsecondary education
Among its findings under priority number one, the study found that Nebraska must improve its ability to enroll and prepare its students for postsecondary education based on the following data:

· The state's public high school graduation rate continues to be among the highest in the United States;

· While the total enrollment for Nebraska's postsecondary institutions (i.e. all degree levels at public, private and not-for-profit institutions) is up 4.1 percent, since 2003 the number of first-time freshmen is down 11.4 percent for that same period; 

· Although the graduation rate for the state's public high schools has increased from 84.7 percent in 2002-2003 to 88.4 percent in 2006-2007, the graduation rates for Hispanics, black non-Hispanics and Native American continue to be 20 to 32 percent lower than the rates for white non-Hispanics and Asians/Pacific Islanders;
· The average ACT score for Nebraska high school students has increased slightly since 2004 and continues to be above the national average.  However, only 27 percent of Nebraska's ACT-tested graduates are sufficiently prepared to succeed in all four common areas of entry-level college coursework, which include algebra, biology, English and social science; and
· Of Nebraska's high school graduates who attended college within the first 12 months of graduation, 82 percent enrolled at in-state colleges.

Priority 2 – Increase the percentage of students who enroll and complete a degree
According to the Progress Report, the overall freshmen retention rate (i.e. freshmen who return for their sophomore year) and college graduation rate have increased slightly since 2002-2003.
· Statewide, freshmen retention rates for full-time students increased from 71.4 percent to 73.5 percent from fall 2004 to fall 2006;
· Statewide, the postsecondary graduation rate for full-time students increased slightly from 48.4 percent to 49.8 percent; and
· Minority students who graduate from high school tend to be equally represented among Nebraska's first-time college freshmen as they are represented among their high school graduating classes.
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Priority Three – Reduce, eliminate and reverse net out-migration of Nebraskans with high levels of educational attainment
Beginning in 2005, the U.S. Census Bureau started collecting in- and out-migration data for each state on an annual basis.  Based on the most recent data from the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2004 and 2005 the state lost more college graduates than it attracted.

· In addition, in 2004 and 2005, the net in-migration of adults with a high school education or less was more than twice as high as the net in-migration of adults with some college but no degrees.
The Nebraska Legislature requires the Progress Report be produced every year in order to provide the legislature with statistics to compare Nebraska's postsecondary education progress. For the Progress Report executive summary and the complete report, please visit www.ccpe.state.ne.us.

About Nebraska's Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education

Nebraska's Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education (CCPE) is a state constitutional agency that serves as an independent voice within Nebraska's higher education system to promote sound policies that apply to the best interests of taxpayers, students and Nebraska's postsecondary institutions. The CCPE recommends policy to the legislative and executive branches to improve and support postsecondary education. The CCPE also reviews and recommends operating budgets, administers the Nebraska State Grant program, approves academic degree programs, and reviews for approval new tax-funded building projects proposed by Nebraska's public institutions. The CCPE is governed by 11 commissioners appointed by the governor and confirmed by the Nebraska State Legislature.  For more information about the CCPE, please visit www.ccpe.state.ne.us.
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