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Nebraska  
Role & Mission Statutes 

 

General –  

Section 85-933  
Expenditures in conflict with role and mission assignments; prohibited.  
 
No funds generated or received from a General Fund appropriation, state aid assistance 
program, or receipts from a tax levy authorized by statute shall be expended in support 
of programs or activities which are in conflict with the role and mission assignments 
applicable to the University of Nebraska, state colleges, or community colleges under 
sections 79-741, 79-744, 85-194, 85-308, 85-606.01, 85-917 to 85-966, and 85-1511.  
 
 
Section 85-966.01  
Role and mission; legislative change; conditions.  
 
After January 1, 1995, the Legislature shall not change the role and mission provisions 
in this section and sections 85-917 to 85-966 unless and until a proposal for such 
change has first been reviewed by the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary 
Education and its recommendations on such proposal have been given to the 
Legislature pursuant to subdivision (2) of section 85-1412, section 85-1414, or 
otherwise.  
 
 
Section 85-966  
Sections, how construed.  
 
The Legislature acknowledges the provisions of Article VII, sections 10, 13, and 14, of 
the Constitution of Nebraska. The provisions of sections 85-917 to 85-966.01 reflect the 
philosophy of the State of Nebraska and shall be acknowledged as such and 
implemented by the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska, the Board of 
Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges, the board of governors of each community 
college area, and the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education.  
 
 
 
Community colleges –  
 
Section 85-959  
Community colleges; role and mission assignments.  
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The role and mission assignments enumerated in sections 85-960 to 85-965 shall apply 
to the community college system and its areas and campuses. Such assignments shall 
prohibit, limit, or restrict only those programs or services provided for under such 
sections.  
 
 
Section 85-960  
Community colleges; public service activities; responsibility.  
 
The community colleges shall be responsible for public service activities within each 
area.  
 
 
Section 85-960.01  
Community colleges; applied research activities permitted.  
 
Applied research activities of the community college areas shall be directly related to 
the enhancement of the instructional programs, student achievement, institutional 
effectiveness, public service activities, and the professional development of the faculty.  
 
 
Section 85-960.02  
Community colleges; foundations education.  
 
The community college areas shall serve as the primary public postsecondary 
institutions for foundations education.  
 
 
Section 85-961  
Community colleges; responsibility in less than baccalaureate degree program 
areas.  
 
The community colleges shall have, except in specified program areas authorized by 
statute and the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education, sole 
responsibility for the award of associate degrees, diplomas, and certificates in less than 
baccalaureate degree program areas approved by the commission pursuant to sections 
85-1413 and 85-1414.  
 
 
Section 85-962  
Community colleges; legislative intent; instructional and service priorities.  
 
It is the intent of the Legislature that the community colleges shall be student-centered, 
open-access institutions primarily devoted to quality instruction and public service, 
providing counseling and other student services intended to promote the success of a 
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diverse student population, particularly those who have been traditionally underserved 
in other educational settings. The community colleges, individually and collectively, shall 
have as their first instructional and service priority applied technology and occupational 
education and, when necessary, foundations education. The second instructional and 
service priority of the community colleges shall be transfer education, including general 
academic transfer programs, or applied technology and occupational programs which 
may be applicable to the first two years of a bachelor's degree program, and, when 
necessary, foundations education. The third instructional and service priority of the 
community colleges shall be public service, particularly adult continuing education for 
occupations and professions, economic and community development focused on 
customized occupational assessment and job training programs for businesses and 
communities, and avocational and personal development courses. The fourth 
instructional and service priority of the community colleges shall be applied research.  
 
 
Section 85-963  
Community college areas; general academic transfer programs; campuses 
provided; limitations.  
 
The community college areas may provide general academic transfer programs at the 
following campuses: Southeast Community College Area at the Fairbury-Beatrice 
Campus; Central Community College Area at the Columbus Campus; Metropolitan 
Community College Area at the Fort Omaha Campus; Mid-Plains Community College 
Area at the McCook and North Platte Campuses; Northeast Community College Area at 
the Norfolk Campus; and Western Community College Area at the Scottsbluff Campus.  
In conjunction with and consistent with its determinations regarding transfers of credit, 
admission standards, and remedial programs pursuant to section 85-1413, the 
Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education may authorize any or all of the 
campuses of community college areas not listed in this section to also provide general 
academic transfer programs.  
 
The delivery of general academic transfer program services shall be limited to those 
areas and campuses specifically provided for by this section or the commission. The 
community college areas are encouraged to work in cooperation with the University of 
Nebraska and the state colleges for the articulation of general academic transfer 
programs of the six community college areas.  
 
 
Section 85-964  
Community colleges; academic course instruction authorized.  
 
The community colleges may provide such academic course instruction as may be 
necessary to support applied technology education and academic transfer programs.  
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Section 85-965  
Community college area; education programs; contract to provide.  
 
Any community college area or institution may contract to provide for the delivery of 
education programs within institutions operated by any state agency or within any 
geographic area administered by a federal agency or tribal authority.  
 
 
Definitions –  
 
Section 85-919 
Instructional activities, defined.  
 
Instructional activities shall mean those degree-credit and non-degree-credit courses 
and programs delivered to complete specific degree and nondegree learner objectives. 
 
 
Section 85-921  
Public service activities, defined.  
 
Public service activities shall mean those programs established to make available to the 
public the particular resources of a system, area, or institution for the purpose of 
responding to a statewide, regional, or community need. Within this category may be 
included the following activities: (1) Direct patient care; (2) health care supportive 
services; (3) community services; (4) cooperative agricultural extension; (5) public 
broadcasting services; (6) cultural, recreational, and personal development activities; (7) 
economic development activities; and (8) continuing education for occupations and 
professions. Adult, basic, and continuing education programs or services shall not be 
included in the subcategory of community services.  
 
 
Section 85-922  
Program responsibility, defined.  
  
Program responsibility shall mean a system, area, or institution having designated 
statewide or regional administrative, planning, and academic responsibility for a general 
or specific program area.  
 
 
85-923  
Cooperative program delivery, defined.  
 
Cooperative program delivery shall mean the provision for two or more systems, areas, 
or institutions to participate in the planning or delivery of a program or service in a 
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specific or general area; with one system, area, or institution having administrative and 
academic responsibility for the program.  
Section 85-924  
Regional program responsibility, defined.  
 
Regional program responsibility shall mean an identifiable geographic area for service 
delivery by a system, area, or institution. The intrastate or interstate area or region 
serves as the base for justifying existing and proposed new or expanded program 
responsibilities. 
 
 
Section 85-926  
General academic transfer programs, defined.  
 
General academic transfer programs shall mean those one-year or two-year degree-
credit programs, at the associate degree level or below including liberal arts and 
sciences degrees or courses, intended by the offering institution for transfer into a 
baccalaureate program. Programs in this category may include the award of a formal 
degree upon completion of the program.  
 
 
Section 85-927  
Applied technology and occupational education, defined.  
 
Applied technology and occupational education shall mean those instructional programs 
at the associate degree level or below including associate of applied science degrees, 
diplomas, certificates, and course work intended to prepare individuals for immediate 
entry into a specific occupation or career, to upgrade skills, or to acquire new skills. 
Programs in this category may include the award of a formal degree, diploma, or 
certificate upon completion of the program.  
 
 
Section 85-932  
Continuing education for occupations and professions, defined.  
 
Continuing education for occupations and professions shall mean training or education 
that is not a part of a terminal degree or certificate program, but is related to an 
individual's existing or proposed area of occupation or profession.  
 
 
Section 85-932.01  
Foundations education, defined.  
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Foundations education shall mean education which includes remedial and 
developmental programs, adult basic education, general education development, 
English as a second language, compensatory education, and refresher courses.  
85-934 Nondegree recreational and avocational courses; self-supporting; exception. All 
direct costs of nondegree recreational and avocational courses shall, on the average, 
be self-supporting through student tuition and fee charges or designated grants or 
contracts by July 1, 1979. This section shall not apply to the Cooperative Extension 
Service of the University of Nebraska.  
 
 
 
Other systems: University of Nebraska – 
 
Section 85-936  
University of Nebraska; public service activities; statewide responsibility.  
 
The University of Nebraska shall have statewide responsibility for public service 
activities.  
 
 
Section 85-939  
University of Nebraska; continuing education services; statewide responsibility.  
 
The University of Nebraska shall have statewide responsibility for continuing education 
services at the baccalaureate, graduate, and professional levels.  
 
 
Section 85-941  
University of Nebraska; certain graduate programs; baccalaureate professional 
programs; agriculture and natural resources programs; responsibilities.  
 
The University of Nebraska shall have sole responsibility for all graduate programs at 
the specialist and master's degree level and all baccalaureate professional programs 
throughout the public sector of postsecondary education in Nebraska, with the 
exception of programs in education and other areas authorized by the Legislature at the 
state colleges. The University of Nebraska shall have primary responsibility for 
instruction in agriculture and natural resources and primary statewide responsibility for 
research and public service in agriculture and natural resources. All baccalaureate and 
baccalaureate transfer programs in agriculture and natural resources initiated after July 
1, 1978, at state colleges and community colleges shall be conducted in cooperation 
with the University of Nebraska.  
 
 
Section 85-942  
University of Nebraska; mission; priorities.  
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It is recognized that as the state's land grant institution the University of Nebraska is 
engaged in instruction, research, and public service, and that these three parts of the 
university's mission are interdependent. However, when viewed in its entirety, the 
university's first priority shall be undergraduate instruction, the university's second 
priority shall be graduate and professional instruction and research, and the university's 
third priority shall be public service.  
 
 
Section 85-943  
University of Nebraska; associate degree, diploma, and certificate-in-course; 
programs authorized; conditions; exception.  
 
The University of Nebraska may continue to offer the associate degree, diploma, and 
certificate-in-course in agriculturally related fields, radiologic technology, radiation 
therapy, nuclear medicine technology, and engineering technology if approved by the 
Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education pursuant to sections 85-1413 
and 85-1414 upon the demonstration of a compelling need and unique capacity by the 
university to offer such programs. The University of Nebraska shall not offer associate 
degrees or less than associate-degree-level diplomas or certificates-in-course in other 
than authorized and approved programs. 
 
 
Section 85-944  
University of Nebraska; health professions programs; priorities.   
 
The University of Nebraska's programs in the health professions shall serve the health 
care needs of the State of Nebraska. The University of Nebraska, in cooperation with 
state and regional health planning agencies, shall conduct a continuing study of the 
state's health care needs and adjust program services to reflect changing conditions. 
The University of Nebraska's health professions programs shall have as their first 
priority the training of physicians, dentists, nurses, pharmacists, and allied health 
professionals. Special emphasis and priority shall be placed on education and training 
of physicians for the primary care specialties of: (1) Family practice; (2) internal 
medicine; (3) pediatrics; and (4) obstetrics-gynecology. The second priority in the health 
professions programs shall be the provision of continuing education services for the 
health professions. The third priority for the health professions programs shall be 
research and public services in those areas related to the health professions. 
 
 
 
Other systems: State Colleges – 
 
Section 85-949  
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State college system; role and mission assignments; board of trustees; adopt 
policies.  
 
The role and mission assignments enumerated in sections 85-950 to 85-958 shall apply 
to the state college system and its institutions. Such assignments shall prohibit, limit, or 
restrict only those programs or services provided for under such sections. The Board of 
Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges shall adopt and promulgate policies and 
procedures necessary to assure compliance with sections 79-741, 79-744, 85-194, 85-
308, 85-606.01, 85-917 to 85-966, and 85-1511.  
 
 
Section 85-950  
State colleges; public service and continuing education activities; regional 
responsibility; exception.  
 
The state colleges shall have regional responsibility for public service and continuing 
education activities, except in areas where such colleges have the ability to provide a 
particular service on a statewide basis.  
 
 
Section 85-951  
State colleges; priorities.  
 
The state colleges, collectively and individually, shall have as their first instructional 
priority the provision of baccalaureate general academic, baccalaureate occupational, 
and baccalaureate professional degree programs in education. The colleges' second 
instructional priority shall be master's programs in education and other areas authorized 
by the Legislature. Such colleges' third priority shall be the continuation and 
development of applied research and public service activities. The colleges' fourth 
priority shall be the awarding of the specialist degree in education.  
 
 
Section 85-952   
State colleges; programs permitted; limitations.  
 
The state colleges may continue to deliver academic transfer and preprofessional 
associate degree programs for which a degree may be awarded if approved by the 
Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges and the Coordinating Commission for 
Postsecondary Education pursuant to sections 85-1413 and 85-1414 upon 
demonstration of compelling need and unique capacity of the state colleges to offer 
such programs. The state colleges shall not independently award the associate degree, 
diploma, or certificate for applied technology education programs.  
 
 
Section 85-953  
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State colleges; research activities permitted.  
 
The state colleges may continue to pursue and develop applied research programs 
related to their instructional and regional responsibilities. Research activities of the state 
colleges shall be directly related to the enhancement of the instructional programs and 
to the professional development of the faculty.  
 


