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Nebraska Report on the 
Residence and Migration of First-Time Freshmen 

Fall 2006 
 

Executive Summary 
 
 
  This report provides detailed information about the first-time freshmen enrollments of Nebraska’s postsecondary 
 institutions and the enrollments of Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen at out-of-state institutions, based on data from the 
 National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) for fall 2006.  This report 
 also presents detailed findings of the County Migration Survey for Fall 2006 that was conducted by Nebraska’s Coordinating 
 Commission for Postsecondary Education.  All reported counts include full-time and part-time students. 
 
  As a point of reference, none of the findings summarized in this report represent significant changes from fall 2002 
 IPEDS enrollment and migration data, except for the total number of first-time freshmen, which has decreased by about 8%. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Key Findings 
 
First-Time Freshmen at Nebraska’s Postsecondary Institutions 
 
● In fall 2006, Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions enrolled 
 18,890 first-time freshmen. 
 
● The University of Nebraska enrolled 36% of the students who 
 started college in fall 2006.  Nebraska’s community colleges 
 admitted 34% of these students.  In comparison, independent 
 (not-for-profit) institutions enrolled 18%, the Nebraska State 
 College System enrolled 6%, and private (for-profit) schools 
 reported enrolling 6% of the fall 2006 freshman class. 
 
● Of the total 18,890 freshmen, 15,629 (83%) were Nebraska 
 residents, 3,009 (16%) were from other states, and 252 (1%) 
 were foreign students. 

15,629  
(82.7%)

Nebraska
Residents

3,009
(15.9%)

Out-of-State
Students

252
(1.3%)
Foreign
Students

0

3,000

6,000

9,000

12,000

15,000

18,000

All First-Time Freshmen Who Went to College 
in Nebraska in Fall 2006



 Nebraska’s Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education – December 2007       2 

 

  
 

 
  

5,685

936

5,972

2,011

613 412
1,082

250 352

1,476

73 28
0

2,500

5,000

7,500

University of 
Nebraska

Nebraska State 
College System

Nebraska 
Community 

Colleges

Independent     
(Not-for-Profit) 

Institutions

For-Profit 
Degree-Granting 

Schools

For-Profit Non-
Degree Granting 

Schools

Total Number of First-Time Freshmen
at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions

by Sector and by Residence Category, Fall 2006

Nebraska Residents Out-of-State & Foreign Students

918
242 319

1,429

73 28164 8 33 47 0 0
0

2,500

5,000

7,500

University of 
Nebraska

Nebraska State 
College System

Nebraska 
Community 

Colleges

Independent     
(Not-for-Profit) 

Institutions

For-Profit 
Degree-Granting 

Schools

For-Profit Non-
Degree Granting 

Schools

Number of Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen
at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions

by Sector and by Residence Category, Fall 2006

Out-of-State Students (Total=3,009) Foreign Students (Total=252)

 
● Based on the enrollment data summarized 
 on the first chart on this page, the University 
 of Nebraska enrolled 36% of the 15,629 

Nebraska-resident freshmen and 33% of 
 the 3,261 freshmen from outside of Nebraska. 
 
● In comparison, Nebraska’s community 
 colleges enrolled 38% of freshmen with 
 Nebraska residency but only 11% of 
 the out-of-state and foreign students who 
 came to Nebraska as first-time freshmen. 
  
● Conversely, independent (not-for profit) 
 colleges and universities attracted 13% of the 
 Nebraska-resident freshmen and 45% of the 
 the non-Nebraskans who were first-time 
 freshmen at Nebraska institutions in fall 2006. 
 
 
 
● Based on the data summarized on the second 
 chart on this page, independent institutions 
 attracted 48% of the 3,009 freshmen from 
 out of state and 19% of the 252 foreign 
 students who were first-time freshmen. 
 
● The University of Nebraska enrolled 31% 
 of the freshmen from out of state and 65% 
 of the freshmen from foreign countries. 
 
● In comparison, the Nebraska State College 
 System, the community colleges and the 
 for-profit schools attracted significantly 
 lower percentages of the out-of-state and 
 foreign students in the fall 2006 freshman 
 class. 
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 ● Of the 15,629 Nebraskans who were first-time freshmen at Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions in fall 2006, 
 11,736 (75%) started college within 12 months of high school graduation, while 3,893 (25%) delayed going to college 
 for more than a year after they graduated from high school.  It is important to distinguish between these two groups of 
 first-time freshmen because their patterns of college attendance are significantly different. 
 
 • For example, 47% of the students who started college within 12 months of high school graduation enrolled at the 
  University of Nebraska, whereas only 6% of the freshmen who waited for more than a year after high school to start 
  college chose to attend an institution within the university system in fall 2006. 
 
 • In comparison, 68% of the freshmen who delayed going to college for more than a year after finishing high school 
  started their postsecondary education at one of Nebraska’s six community colleges, while 28% of the freshmen 
  who started college within 12 months of high school graduation pursued their education within this sector. 
 
 
 Total Enrollment of First-Time Freshmen from Nebraska 
 
 ● In addition to the 15,629 Nebraskans who enrolled as 
  first-time freshmen at Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions, 
  3,177 Nebraska residents went out of state to college in 
  fall 2006 for a total of 18,806 first-time freshmen with 
  Nebraska residency. 
 
 
 By-State Migration Analysis 
 
 ● Of the 3,177 Nebraskans who went out of state to college, 
  3,105 (98%) attended degree-granting institutions, while 
  only 72 (2%) enrolled at non-degree-granting schools. 
  
 ● Similarly, 2,981 (99%) of the out-of-state students who 
  came to Nebraska as first-time freshmen were admitted 
  to degree-granting institutions within the state. 
 
 
  Since so few of the first-time freshmen who migrated to or from Nebraska enrolled at non-degree-granting schools, 
 the following by-state migration analysis focuses primarily on the students who attended degree-granting institutions in fall 2006. 
 Furthermore, since students who go on to college directly from high school are of the greatest interest to many institutions 
 and policy makers, this report includes net migration numbers and state-by-state comparisons for the students who started 
 college within 12 months of high school graduation as well as for all of the first-time freshmen who migrated to or from Nebraska. 
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 In-Migration of First-Time Freshmen to Degree-Granting Institutions in Nebraska by State 
 
 ● In total, 2,978 students from out of state enrolled at Nebraska’s degree-granting institutions in fall 2006.1 

 
 ● The largest numbers of freshmen from out of state came from Iowa, Colorado, Kansas and South Dakota.  In total, 
  these four states accounted for 53% of all the out-of-state, first-time freshmen who attended degree-granting schools in 
  Nebraska in fall 2006. 
 
 ● Four states—Missouri, Minnesota, Texas and Illinois—accounted for another 22% of all of the out-of-state freshmen 
  at degree-granting institutions in Nebraska. 
 
 ● Together, the eight states accounted for 2,208 or 74% of the first-time freshmen who came to Nebraska to study 
  at the state’s degree-granting institutions. 
 
 ● Another 300 or 10% of the out-of-state freshmen came from California, Wyoming, Wisconsin and Hawaii, while  
  the remaining 470 or 16% were from 38 other states and the District of Columbia. 
 
 
 Out-Migration of Nebraska First-Time Freshmen to Degree-Granting Institutions by State 
 
 ● Of the 3,105 Nebraska first-time freshmen from Nebraska who went to degree-granting, out-of-state schools in 
  fall 2006, 55% attended colleges in Iowa, Missouri, Kansas and South Dakota in fall 2006. 
 
 ● Another 19% traveled to Wyoming, Minnesota, Illinois and Colorado to begin their postsecondary studies. 
 
 ● Together, the eight states attracted 2,296 or 74% of the Nebraska first-time freshmen who enrolled at out-of-state, 
  degree-granting schools. 
 
 ● Degree-granting schools in Arizona, Texas, California and Florida accounted for another 298 or 10% of the Nebraska 
  first-time freshmen pursuing their education out of state. 
 
 ● The remaining 511 or 16% of the first-time freshmen from Nebraska chose to go to college in 38 other states 
  and the District of Columbia. 
 

 

 __________________________ 

 1Three additional students from Puerto Rico and American Samoa also came to Nebraska, but they were excluded from this analysis. 
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 Net Migration of First-Time Freshmen by State 
 
 ● In fall 2006, 456 first-time freshmen from Colorado attended college in Nebraska, compared to 127 Nebraskans who migrated 
  to Colorado to begin their postsecondary studies for a net migration of 329 students.  As a result, Colorado was the state with 
  the highest positive net migration for Nebraska. 
 
 ● Other states with positive net migration of more than 20 students to Nebraska were Texas, Hawaii, California, 
  Wisconsin, Minnesota and North Dakota.   
 
 ● In total, Nebraska gained more students than it lost to 17 states. 
 
 ● Nebraska lost more students than it gained from 31 states. 
 
 ● The states with the highest negative net migration numbers were Missouri, Wyoming, Iowa, Arizona and Kansas. 
 
 ● Nebraska lost 194 more students than it gained from Missouri.  Losses to the other four states ranged from 
  73 to 95 first-time freshmen. 
 
 
 Total Net Migration of First-Time Freshmen 
 
 ● The difference between the numbers of first-time freshmen 
  who migrate to and from Nebraska varies, depending on what 
  students are included in the equation and the type of institutions 
  they attend. In general, Nebraska gains about the same 
  number of first-time freshmen as it loses to other states.  
 
 ● For example, net migration in the fall 2006 was a positive 85 
  for students who started college within 12 months of high school 
  graduation, but a negative 127 for all freshmen at degree-granting 
  institutions, including those who enrolled more than a year 
  after they finished high school, but excluding foreign students 
  at Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions. 
 
 ● However, the overall net migration of students at degree-granting 
  and non-degree-granting schools, including foreign students, was 
  a positive 84 students for Nebraska. 
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 Out-of-State Colleges and Universities Attended by Nebraska Freshmen 
 
 ● In fall 2006, a total of 3,105 first-time freshmen with Nebraska residency enrolled at 585 degree-granting colleges and 
  universities in 49 states and the District of Columbia.  Another 72 Nebraskans started college at non-degree-granting 
  schools that are located out of state. 
 
 ● Eighteen of the 20 out-of-state schools that attracted the highest numbers of first-time freshmen from Nebraska are all 
  located in six states:  Iowa, Missouri, South Dakota, Wyoming, Kansas and Minnesota.  The remaining two schools are 
  the University of Phoenix-Online Campus and the American Intercontinental University Online.  Together, the 20 schools 
  enrolled 1,332 or 43% of the freshmen who pursued their studies at out-of-state institutions. 
 
 ● The five schools that attracted the highest numbers of freshmen from Nebraska were Iowa Western Community College, 
  Northwest Missouri State University, the University of South Dakota, the University of Wyoming and Morningside College 
  in Iowa.  In total, these schools enrolled 610 Nebraska-resident freshmen or 20% of the freshmen going out of state 
  to degree-granting institutions. 
 
 ● Based on the rankings published by U.S. News & World Report and available enrollment data, 331 Nebraska-resident 
  first-time freshmen attended “top-ranked”, out-of-state colleges and universities, accounting for 11% of the total number 
  of Nebraskans who enrolled in colleges outside Nebraska.1 

 

Top 20 Out-of-State, Degree-Granting Colleges and Universities with the Highest Numbers 
Of Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen, Fall 2006 

State Institution 
No. of 

Nebraska 
First-Time Freshmen 

State Institution 
No. of 

Nebraska 
First-Time Freshmen 

IA Iowa Western Community College 232 IA Western Iowa Tech Community College 50 
MO Northwest Missouri State University 125 SD Mount Marty College 50 
SD University of South Dakota 86 MO Rockhurst University 48 
WY University of Wyoming 85 AZ University of Phoenix-Online Campus 44 
IA Morningside College 82 WY Wyo Tech 44 
IA Iowa State University 76 MO Saint Louis University-Main Campus 37 

KS Kansas State University 69 IL American Intercontinental University 
Online 35 

KS University of Kansas - Main Campus 63 KS Fort Hays State University 35 
IA Briar Cliff University 62 IA Northwestern College 27 
SD South Dakota State University 55 MN University of Minnesota-Twin Cities 27 
  Total 1,332 

 
 1The Commission is aware of the controversial nature of the annual rankings published by U.S. News & World Report.  They are used in 
   this report, due to their popularity and the lack of any other national ranking system.   
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 Findings of the CCPE County Migration Survey for Fall 2006 
 
 ● The data collected through the CCPE County Migration Survey for Fall 2006 revealed that, with the exception of the 
  University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL), Nebraska’s public institutions draw 65% to 95% of their first-time freshmen 
  from within their designated geographic service areas (GSAs). 
 
 ● In contrast to Nebraska’s other public institutions, UNL draws about half of its freshmen from within its GSA and about 
  half from outside of it, confirming that it is an institution that serves the entire state in terms of freshmen enrollment. 
 
 ● The analysis of county data also confirmed that first-time freshmen who delay going to college more than 12 months 
  after high school graduation are most likely to attend an institution whose service area encompasses their county 
  of residence. 
 
 ● An interesting finding of the survey is that the enrollment patterns of the University of Nebraska at Omaha and Metropolitan 
  Community College are distinctly similar to the enrollment patterns of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and Southeast 
  Community College, which probably is attributable to the fact that each pair of institutions is located within one of 
  Nebraska’s two largest population centers. 
 
 End Note 
 
  The Commission hopes that the information contained in this report is useful to policymakers in Nebraska, as well 
 as to Nebraska institutions as they evaluate and plan their freshmen recruitment strategies. 
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Section 1 
First-Time Freshmen Enrollments 

at Nebraska’s Postsecondary Institutions, Fall 2006 
 
 
  In fall 2006, 15,629 Nebraska residents enrolled as first-time freshmen at Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions. 
 In addition, postsecondary institutions in Nebraska admitted 3,261 out-of-state and foreign students for a total of 18,890 
 first-time freshmen.  This section summarizes the enrollments of these students by sector and by institution, based on 
 data from the National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). 
 All reported counts include full-time and part-time students. 
 
 Total Enrollment of First-Time Freshmen by Sector 
 
  Together, the University of Nebraska enrolled 6,767 (35.8%) of the 18,890 first-time freshmen who started college 
 in Nebraska, and Nebraska’s community colleges enrolled 6,324 (33.%) of these students. Independent institutions enrolled 
 3,487 (18.4%), the Nebraska State College System 1,186 (6.3%), and for-profit schools 1,126 (6.0%). 
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  When Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen are totaled separately from out-of-state and foreign students, 
 as shown below, Nebraska’s community colleges enrolled 5,972 (38.2%) of the 15,629 Nebraskans who started college 
 in their home state and the University of Nebraska admitted 5,685 (36.4%).  In comparison, independent institutions reported 
 enrolling 2,011 (12.9%), the state colleges admitted 936 (6.0%), and 1,025 (6.5%) enrolled at for-profit private schools. 
 
  Independent (not-for-profit) institutions, on the other hand, attracted 1,476 (45.3%) of the 3,261 non-Nebraskans 
 who were first-time freshmen at Nebraska institutions in fall 2006.  The University of Nebraska enrolled 1,082 (33.2%) of 
 these students, while the remaining sectors accounted for significantly fewer out-of-state and foreign students. 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen 
 
  Of the 15,629 Nebraskans who were first-time freshmen at Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions in fall 2006, 
 11,736 (75.1%) were admitted within 12 months of high school graduation, while 3,893 (24.9%) started college more than 
 12 months after they graduated from high school.  It is important to distinguish between these two groups of first-time freshmen 
 because, as shown on the charts on the next page, their patterns of college attendance are significantly different. 
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 Of the 11,736 first-time freshmen who 
started college within 12 months of high school 
graduation, 46.5% (5,452) attended one of the 
institutions constituting the University of 
Nebraska, while 28.3% (3,326) started their 
postsecondary education at one of Nebraska’s 
community colleges and 15.2% (1,779) enrolled 
at one of the state’s independent, not-for-profit 
institutions. 
 
 Conversely, of the 3,893 freshmen who 
started college more than a year after high 
school, 68.0% (2,646) enrolled at Nebraska’s 
community colleges, while only 6.0% attended 
the University of Nebraska or any of the state’s 
independent institutions. 
 
 Compared to the younger first-time 
freshmen, the students who delayed going 
to college more than a year after they left high 
school were more likely to go to for-profit 
degree-granting or non-degree-granting schools 
in Nebraska.  As shown on the second chart on 
this page, fewer than 3% of the students who 
started college within 12 months of high school 
graduation enrolled at for-profit schools, 
compared to almost 20% of the students who 
waited more than a year to begin their 
postsecondary studies. 
 
 See Table 1.1 beginning on the next page 
for supporting data, including Nebraska-resident 
first-time freshmen enrollments by institution. 
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Table 1.1 
Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen Enrolled at Nebraska’s Postsecondary Institutions 

by Sector, by Institution and by Length of Time Since High School Graduation, Fall 2006 

Sector and Institution 
Enrolled within 

12 Months of 
High School 
Graduation 

% of 
Students 

Enrolled more than 
12 Months after 
High School 
Graduation 

% of 
Students 

Total 
First-Time 
Freshmen 

from Nebraska 

% of 
Students 

University of Nebraska Total 5,452 46.5% 233 6.0% 5,685 36.4% 
Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture 91 0.8% 74 1.9% 165 1.1% 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 804 6.9% 54 1.4% 858 5.5% 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 3,038 25.9% 38 1.0% 3,076 19.7% 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 1,519 12.9% 67 1.7% 1,586 10.1% 
Nebraska State College System Total 892 7.6% 44 1.1% 936 6.0% 
Chadron State College 217 1.8% 22 0.6% 239 1.5% 
Peru State College 168 1.4% 10 0.3% 178 1.1% 
Wayne State College 507 4.3% 12 0.3% 519 3.3% 
Nebraska Community Colleges Total 3,326 28.3% 2,646 68.0% 5,972 38.2% 
Central Community College 694 5.9% 272 7.0% 966 6.2% 
Metropolitan Community College 751 6.4% 759 19.5% 1,510 9.7% 
Mid-Plains Community College 149 1.3% 59 1.5% 208 1.3% 
Northeast Community College 550 4.7% 180 4.6% 730 4.7% 
Southeast Community College 927 7.9% 1,259 32.3% 2,186 14.0% 
Western Nebraska Community College 255 2.2% 117 3.0% 372 2.4% 
Public Institutions Total 9,670 82.4% 2,923 75.1% 12,593 80.6% 

Continued on the next page.
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Table 1.1 Continued 

Sector and Institution 
Enrolled within 

12 Months of 
High School 
Graduation 

% of 
Students 

Enrolled more than 
12 Months after 
High School 
Graduation 

% of 
Students 

Total 
First-Time 
Freshmen 

from Nebraska 

% of 
Students 

Independent (Not-for-Profit) Total 1,779 15.2% 232 6.0% 2,011 12.9% 
Bellevue University 69 0.6% 28 0.7% 97 0.6% 
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 4 0.0% 4 0.1% 8 0.1% 
Clarkson College 0 0.0% 129 3.3% 129 0.8% 
College of Saint Mary 56 0.5% 22 0.6% 78 0.5% 
Concordia University 113 1.0% 5 0.1% 118 0.8% 
Creighton University 357 3.0% 1 0.0% 358 2.3% 
Dana College 78 0.7% 3 0.1% 81 0.5% 
Doane College 195 1.7% 0 0.0% 195 1.2% 
Doane College-Lincoln 5 0.0% 0 0.0% 5 0.0% 
Grace University 48 0.4% 0 0.0% 48 0.3% 
Hastings College 172 1.5% 1 0.0% 173 1.1% 
Little Priest Tribal College 11 0.1% 4 0.1% 15 0.1% 
Midland Lutheran College 210 1.8% 2 0.1% 212 1.4% 
Nebraska Christian College 19 0.2% 4 0.1% 23 0.1% 
Nebraska Indian Community College 9 0.1% 25 0.6% 34 0.2% 
Nebraska Methodist College of Nursing & Allied Health 20 0.2% 0 0.0% 20 0.1% 
Nebraska Wesleyan University 369 3.1% 2 0.1% 371 2.4% 
Summit Christian College 1 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.0% 
Union College 23 0.2% 2 0.1% 25 0.2% 
York College 20 0.2% 0 0.0% 20 0.1% 

Continued on the next page.
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Table 1.1 Continued 

Sector and Institution 
Enrolled within 

12 Months of 
High School 
Graduation 

% of 
Students 

Enrolled more than 
12 Months after 
High School 
Graduation 

% of 
Students 

Total 
First-Time 
Freshmen 

from Nebraska 

% of 
Students 

Private (For-Profit) Degree-Granting Total 98 0.8% 515 13.2% 613 3.9% 
Hamilton College-Lincoln Campus 53 0.5% 81 2.1% 134 0.9% 
Hamilton College-Omaha Campus 10 0.1% 234 6.0% 244 1.6% 
ITT Technical Institute-Omaha 13 0.1% 30 0.8% 43 0.3% 
Myotherapy Institute 7 0.1% 35 0.9% 42 0.3% 
The Creative Center 12 0.1% 5 0.1% 17 0.1% 
Universal College of Healing Arts 3 0.0% 41 1.1% 44 0.3% 
University of Phoenix-Omaha Campus 0 0.0% 12 0.3% 12 0.1% 
Vatterott College 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Vatterott College-Spring Valley Campus 0 0.0% 77 2.0% 77 0.5% 

Degree-Granting Total 11,547 98.4% 3,670 94.3% 15,217 97.4% 
              
Private (For-Profit) Non-Degree Granting Total 189 1.6% 223 5.7% 412 2.6% 
Alegent Health School of Radiologic Technology 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Capitol School of Hairstyling 13 0.1% 0 0.0% 13 0.1% 
College of Hair Design 24 0.2% 0 0.0% 24 0.2% 
Fullen School of Hair Design 1 0.0% 7 0.2% 8 0.1% 
Josephs College of Beauty-Lincoln 76 0.6% 147 3.8% 223 1.4% 
La'James International College 42 0.4% 32 0.8% 74 0.5% 
Mary Lanning Memorial Hospital School of Radiologic 
Technology 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 

Omaha School of Massage Therapy 11 0.1% 30 0.8% 41 0.3% 
Regional West Medical Center School of Radiologic 
Technology 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 

Xenon International School of Hair Design II Inc 22 0.2% 7 0.2% 29 0.2% 
Nebraska State Total 11,736 100.0% 3,893 100.0% 15,629 100.0% 
       

Source:  National Center for Education Statistics, IPEDS residence and migration survey data.  Counts include full-time and part-time students. 
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 Non-Nebraska, First-Time Freshmen 
 
  In fall 2006, 3,261 non-Nebraskans were enrolled as first-time freshmen at postsecondary institutions in Nebraska. 
 Of these students, 3,009 (92.3%) were from other states or U.S. territories, and 252 (7.7%) were from foreign countries. 
 
  As shown on the chart below, the enrollment of non-Nebraskans varied significantly by sector.  Together, the University 
 of Nebraska and independent, not-for-profit institutions accounted for almost 80% of the state’s enrollment of out-of-state and 
 foreign students, while the remaining sectors attracted relatively small percentages of these students. 
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 Nebraska’s independent, not-for profit 
institutions attracted 47.5% (1,429) of the 
out-of- state students and 18.6% (47) of the 
foreign students who came to Nebraska to begin 
their postsecondary studies in fall 2006. 
 
 Institutions within the University of 
Nebraska system enrolled 30.5% (918) of the 
out-of-state students, but 65.1% (164) of the 
state’s foreign students. 
 
 Nebraska’s community colleges enrolled 
13.1% (33) of the state’s foreign students and 
10.6% (319) of the students who came to 
Nebraska from other states.  Conversely, the 
Nebraska State College System enrolled 8.1% 
(242) of the students from out of state and 3.2% 
(8) of the foreign students who were first-time 
freshmen in fall 2006. 
 
 In total, for-profit schools in Nebraska 
enrolled only 3.3% (101) of the students from 
other states, and they did not enroll any foreign 
students in fall 2006. 
 
 See Table 1.2 beginning on the next page 
for supporting data, including the number 
out-of-state and foreign students by institution. 
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Table 1.2 
Non-Nebraska, First-Time Freshmen Enrolled at Nebraska’s Postsecondary Institutions 

by Sector, by Institution and by Residence Category, Fall 2006 

Sector and Institution 
First-Time 

Freshmen from 
Out of State 

% of 
Students 

First-Time 
Freshmen 

Foreign Students 

% of 
Students 

Total 
Non-Nebraska, 

First-Time 
Freshmen 

% of 
Students 

University of Nebraska Total 918 30.5% 164 65.1% 1,082 33.2% 
Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture 37 1.2% 0 0.0% 37 1.1% 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 66 2.2% 90 35.7% 156 4.8% 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 718 23.9% 49 19.4% 767 23.5% 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 97 3.2% 25 9.9% 122 3.7% 
Nebraska State College System Total 242 8.0% 8 3.2% 250 7.7% 
Chadron State College 121 4.0% 6 2.4% 127 3.9% 
Peru State College 31 1.0% 0 0.0% 31 1.0% 
Wayne State College 90 3.0% 2 0.8% 92 2.8% 
Nebraska Community Colleges Total 319 10.6% 33 13.1% 352 10.8% 
Central Community College 9 0.3% 0 0.0% 9 0.3% 
Metropolitan Community College 63 2.1% 0 0.0% 63 1.9% 
Mid-Plains Community College 60 2.0% 3 1.2% 63 1.9% 
Northeast Community College 47 1.6% 7 2.8% 54 1.7% 
Southeast Community College 79 2.6% 0 0.0% 79 2.4% 
Western Nebraska Community College 61 2.0% 23 9.1% 84 2.6% 
Public Institutions Total 1,479 49.2% 205 81.3% 1,684 51.6% 

Continued on the next page.
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Table 1.2 Continued 

Sector and Institution 
First-Time 

Freshmen from 
Out of State 

% of 
Students 

First-Time 
Freshmen 

Foreign Students 

% of 
Students 

Total 
Non-Nebraska, 

First-Time 
Freshmen 

% of 
Students 

Independent (Not-for-Profit) Total 1,429 47.5% 47 18.7% 1,476 45.3% 
Bellevue University 12 0.4% 28 11.1% 40 1.2% 
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Clarkson College 32 1.1% 0 0.0% 32 1.0% 
College of Saint Mary 22 0.7% 0 0.0% 22 0.7% 
Concordia University 182 6.0% 0 0.0% 182 5.6% 
Creighton University 603 20.0% 7 2.8% 610 18.7% 
Dana College 65 2.2% 0 0.0% 65 2.0% 
Doane College 50 1.7% 0 0.0% 50 1.5% 
Doane College-Lincoln 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Grace University 19 0.6% 0 0.0% 19 0.6% 
Hastings College 88 2.9% 2 0.8% 90 2.8% 
Little Priest Tribal College 2 0.1% 0 0.0% 2 0.1% 
Midland Lutheran College 58 1.9% 0 0.0% 58 1.8% 
Nebraska Christian College 23 0.8% 0 0.0% 23 0.7% 
Nebraska Indian Community College 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Nebraska Methodist College of Nursing & Allied Health 2 0.1% 0 0.0% 2 0.1% 
Nebraska Wesleyan University 40 1.3% 3 1.2% 43 1.3% 
Summit Christian College 3 0.1% 0 0.0% 3 0.1% 
Union College 163 5.4% 5 2.0% 168 5.2% 
York College 65 2.2% 2 0.8% 67 2.1% 

Continued on the next page.
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Table 1.2 Continued 

Sector and Institution 
First-Time 

Freshmen from 
Out of State 

% of 
Students 

First-Time 
Freshmen 

Foreign Students 

% of 
Students 

Total 
Non-Nebraska, 

First-Time 
Freshmen 

% of 
Students 

Private (For-Profit) Degree-Granting Total 73 2.4% 0 0.0% 73 2.2% 
Hamilton College-Lincoln Campus 6 0.2% 0 0.0% 6 0.2% 
Hamilton College-Omaha Campus 25 0.8% 0 0.0% 25 0.8% 
ITT Technical Institute-Omaha 13 0.4% 0 0.0% 13 0.4% 
Myotherapy Institute 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
The Creative Center 14 0.5% 0 0.0% 14 0.4% 
Universal College of Healing Arts 1 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.0% 
University of Phoenix-Omaha Campus 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Vatterott College 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Vatterott College-Spring Valley Campus 14 0.5% 0 0.0% 14 0.4% 
Degree-Granting Total 2,981 99.1% 252 100.0% 3,233 99.1% 
        
Private (For-Profit) Non-Degree Granting Total 28 0.9% 0 0.0% 28 0.9% 
Alegent Health School of Radiologic Technology 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Capitol School of Hairstyling 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
College of Hair Design 1 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.0% 
Fullen School of Hair Design 2 0.1% 0 0.0% 2 0.1% 
Josephs College of Beauty-Lincoln 8 0.3% 0 0.0% 8 0.2% 
La'James International College 3 0.1% 0 0.0% 3 0.1% 
Mary Lanning Memorial Hospital School of Radiologic 
Technology 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 

Omaha School of Massage Therapy 9 0.3% 0 0.0% 9 0.3% 
Regional West Medical Center School of Radiologic 
Technology 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 

Xenon International School of Hair Design II Inc 5 0.2% 0 0.0% 5 0.2% 
Nebraska State Total 3,009 100.0% 252 100.0% 3,261 100.0% 
       
Source:  National Center for Education Statistics, IPEDS residence and migration survey data.  Counts include full-time and part-time students.  Counts do not 
Include students with reported unknown states of residence and students for whom no residence information was reported. 
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Section 2 
Net Migration of Nebraska and Non-Nebraska, 

First-Time Freshmen, Fall 2006 
 
 
  This section compares the in-migration of out-of-state and foreign students enrolled as first-time freshmen 
 at Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions to the out-migration of Nebraskans who went to out-of-state colleges as 
 first-time freshmen in fall 2006.  Emphasis in this section is on a by-state analysis of the out-of-state students who attended 
 degree-granting institutions in Nebraska and the first-time freshmen from Nebraska who migrated to degree-granting schools 
 in other states.  Resulting net migration numbers are reported by state.  At the end of this section, foreign students are 
 added to the equation to determine total net migration for Nebraska. 
 
  All data summarized in this section are from the National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary 
 Data System (IPEDS).  Reported counts include full-time and part-time students.  Counts of out-of-state and foreign 
 students do not include students with unknown states or countries of residence. 
 
 By-State Migration Analysis of Students Who Attended Degree-Granting Institutions 
 
  In fall 2006, 3,009 out-of-state students came to Nebraska as first-time freshmen and 3,177 first-time freshmen 
 from Nebraska went out of state to college.  As shown in Table 2.1 below, 99% of the out-of-state students who came to 
 Nebraska as first-time freshmen were admitted to degree-granting institutions within the state.  Likewise, 98% of the 
 Nebraskans who went out of state attended degree-granting institutions. 
   

Table 2.1 
Out-of-State, First-Time Freshmen at Nebraska Institutions  and Nebraska First-Time Freshmen 

at Out-of-State Institutions by Type of Institution Attended, Fall 2006 

Type of Institution 
First-Time Freshmen from Out of State 
Who Attended Nebraska Institutions 

First-Time Freshmen from Nebraska 
Who Attended Out-of-State Institutions 

Number of Students % of Students Number of Students % of Students 

Degree Granting 2,981 99.1% 3,105 97.7% 
Non-Degree Granting 28 0.9% 72 2.3% 
Total Number of Students 3,009 100.0% 3,177 100.0% 
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  Since so few of the first-time freshmen who migrated to or from Nebraska enrolled at non-degree-granting 
 schools, the following analyses by state focus only on the students who attended degree-granting institutions in 
 fall 2006.  Furthermore, since students who go on to college directly from high school are of the greatest interest to 
 many institutions and policy makers, total net migration numbers and state-by-state comparisons are presented for 
 the students who started college within 12 months of high school graduation as well as for all of the first-time freshmen 
 who migrated to or from Nebraska and attended degree-granting institutions. 
 
 Total Net Migration of First-Time Freshmen Who Attended Degree-Granting Institutions 
 
  As shown in Table 2.2 below, almost 90% of the out-of-state, first-time freshmen at Nebraska institutions in 
 fall 2006, and 83% of the Nebraska freshmen who went out of state, started college within 12 months of high school 
 graduation.  As also shown in this table, 88 more students who started college within a year of high school graduation 
 came to Nebraska than left the state in fall 2006.  However, 212 more students who started college more than a year 
 after graduating from high school left Nebraska to go to college than came into Nebraska to begin their postsecondary 
 studies, resulting in a total negative net migration of 124 first-time freshmen for the state. 
 

Table 2.2 
Net Migration of Out-of-State First-Time Freshmen at Degree-Granting Nebraska Institutions 

and Nebraska First-Time Freshmen at Out-of-State Degree-Granting Institutions 
by Length of Time Since High School Graduation, Fall 2006 

Length of Time Since 
High School Graduation 

First-Time Freshmen 
from Out of State 

Who Attended Nebraska 
Degree-Granting Institutions1 

First-Time Freshmen 
from Nebraska 

Who Attended Out-of-State 
Degree-Granting Institutions 

Net 
Migration 

Number of 
Students 

% of 
Students 

Number of 
Students 

% of 
Students 

Started College within 12 Months 
of High School Graduation 2,674 89.7% 2,586 83.3%  + 88 

Started College More than 12 Months 
after High School Graduation 307 10.3% 519 16.7% - 212 

Total Number of Students Who 
Attended Degree-Granting Institutions 2,981 100.0% 3,105 100.0% - 124 

1Out-of-state students include three students from America Samoa and Puerto Rico. 
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 In-Migration of First-Time Freshmen to Degree-Granting Institutions in Nebraska by State 
 
  In fall 2006, 3,006 out-of-state students were admitted as first-time freshmen at postsecondary institutions in 
 Nebraska.  Three additional students from Puerto Rico and American Samoa bring the total to 3,009 students, but they 
 are excluded from this by-state analysis. 
 
  Of the 3,006 first-time freshmen from out of state, 2,978 (99.1%) enrolled at degree-granting institutions, while 
 only 28 (0.9%) started college at non-degree-granting schools in Nebraska.  The 2,978 out-of-state students included 
 2,671 first-time freshmen who enrolled within 12 months of high school graduation and 307 freshmen who started college 
 more than 12 months after they graduated from high school. 
  
  The two maps beginning on the next page and Table 2.3, which follows the maps, summarize the migration pattern 
 of the 2,671 freshmen who started college at degree-granting institutions within 12 months of high school graduation. 
 Two additional maps on pages 25 and 26 followed by Table 2.4 present comparable statistics for all of the out-of-state 
 freshmen who started college at degree-granting schools in Nebraska, including the 307 students who enrolled more 
 than 12 months after they finished high school. 
 
  Based on the by-state analyses summarized in Table 2.4, the following conclusions can be drawn about the 
 first-time freshmen who came to Nebraska from out of state in fall 2006: 
 
 • The largest numbers of freshmen came from Iowa, Colorado, Kansas and South Dakota.  In total, these four 
  states accounted for 53% of all the first-time freshmen who attended degree-granting schools in Nebraska. 
 
 • Four states—Missouri, Minnesota, Texas and Illinois—accounted for another 22% of all of the out-of-state freshmen 
  at degree-granting institutions in Nebraska. 
 
 • Together, the eight states accounted for 2,208 or 74% of the first-time freshmen who came to Nebraska to study 
  at the state’s degree-granting institutions. 
 
 • Another 300 or 10% of the out-of-state freshmen came from California, Wyoming, Wisconsin and Hawaii, while  
  the remaining 470 or 16% were from 38 other states and the District of Columbia. 
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Number of Out-of-State, First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled 
within 12 Months of High School Graduation in Nebraska’s Degree-Granting Institutions 

by State, Fall 2006 

 

1Source: National Center for Education 
Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. Includes 
full-time and part-time students.
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Percentage of Out-of-State, First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled 
within 12 Months of High School Graduation in Nebraska’s Degree-Granting Institutions 

by State, Fall 2006 

 
  

1Source: National Center for Education 
Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. Includes 
full-time and part-time students.
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Table 2.3 – In-Migration 
Number and Percentage of Non-Resident, First-Time Freshmen 

Who Enrolled within 12 Months of High School Graduation 
at Nebraska’s Degree-Granting Colleges and Universities by State 

Fall 2006 

State 
Number of 

First-Time Freshmen 
from the State 

% of 
First-Time Freshmen 

from Out of State 
State 

Number of 
First-Time Freshmen 

from the State 

% of 
First-Time Freshmen 

from Out of State 

Iowa 479 17.9% New York 15 0.6% 
Colorado 432 16.2% Maryland 13 0.5% 
Kansas 243 9.1% Idaho 12 0.4% 
South Dakota 222 8.3% New Mexico 12 0.4% 
Subtotal 1,376 51.5% Arkansas 11 0.4% 
   Georgia 11 0.4% 
Missouri 166 6.2% Nevada 11 0.4% 
Minnesota 159 6.0% Montana 10 0.4% 
Texas 143 5.4% Indiana 9 0.3% 
Illinois 140 5.2% Pennsylvania 9 0.3% 
Subtotal 608 22.8% Alabama 8 0.3% 
   North Carolina 8 0.3% 
California 100 3.7% Tennessee 7 0.3% 
Wyoming 63 2.4% Virginia 7 0.3% 
Wisconsin 61 2.3% Alaska 6 0.2% 
Hawaii 54 2.0% Louisiana 4 0.1% 
Subtotal 278 10.4% Connecticut 2 0.1% 
   Mississippi 2 0.1% 
Arizona 36 1.3% New Hampshire 2 0.1% 
North Dakota 36 1.3% South Carolina 2 0.1% 
Florida 31 1.2% West Virginia 2 0.1% 
Washington 25 0.9% Delaware 1 0.0% 
Ohio 23 0.9% Kentucky 1 0.0% 
Utah 21 0.8% Massachusetts 1 0.0% 
Oklahoma 19 0.7% Maine 1 0.0% 
Oregon 18 0.7% Rhode Island 1 0.0% 
New Jersey 16 0.6% Vermont 1 0.0% 
Michigan 15 0.6% District of Columbia 0 0.0% 
Subtotal 240 9.0% Subtotal 169 6.3% 
   Total 2,671 100.0% 
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All Out-of-State, First-Time Freshmen Enrolled in Nebraska’s Degree-Granting Institutions 
by State, Fall 2006 

 

1Source: National Center for Education Statistics, 
Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. Includes full-time and 
part-time students.
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Percentage of Out-of-State, First-Time Freshmen 
Enrolled in Nebraska’s Degree-Granting Institutions by State, Fall 2006 

 
 

1Source: National Center for Education Statistics, 
Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. Includes full-time and 
part-time students.
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Table 2.4 – In-Migration 
Number and Percentage of All Non-Resident, First-Time Freshmen 

Who Enrolled at Nebraska’s Degree-Granting Colleges and Universities by State 
Fall 2006 

State 
Number of 

First-Time Freshmen 
from the State 

% of 
First-Time Freshmen 

from Out of State 
State 

Number of 
First-Time Freshmen 

from the State 

% of 
First-Time Freshmen 

from Out of State 

Iowa 608 20.4% New Jersey 17 0.6% 
Colorado 456 15.3% Georgia 15 0.5% 
Kansas 261 8.8% New York 15 0.5% 
South Dakota 244 8.2% Arkansas 14 0.5% 
Subtotal 1,569 52.7% Indiana 14 0.5% 
   Nevada 13 0.4% 
Missouri 182 6.1% Idaho 12 0.4% 
Minnesota 162 5.4% New Mexico 12 0.4% 
Texas 149 5.0% Montana 11 0.4% 
Illinois 146 4.9% Pennsylvania 10 0.3% 
Subtotal 639 21.5% Alaska 9 0.3% 
   North Carolina 9 0.3% 
California 103 3.5% Virginia 9 0.3% 
Wyoming 77 2.6% Alabama 8 0.3% 
Wisconsin 65 2.2% Tennessee 7 0.2% 
Hawaii 55 1.8% South Carolina 6 0.2% 
Subtotal 300 10.1% Louisiana 5 0.2% 
   Connecticut 3 0.1% 
Arizona 40 1.3% Mississippi 3 0.1% 
North Dakota 40 1.3% District of Columbia 2 0.1% 
Florida 34 1.1% Delaware 2 0.1% 
Washington 26 0.9% Maine 2 0.1% 
Oklahoma 25 0.8% New Hampshire 2 0.1% 
Ohio 23 0.8% West Virginia 2 0.1% 
Oregon 21 0.7% Kentucky 1 0.0% 
Utah 21 0.7% Massachusetts 1 0.0% 
Maryland 17 0.6% Rhode Island 1 0.0% 
Michigan 17 0.6% Vermont 1 0.0% 
Subtotal 264 8.9% Subtotal 206 6.9% 
   Total 2,978 100.0% 
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 Out-Migration of Nebraska First-Time Freshmen to Degree-Granting Institutions by State 
 
  In fall 2006, 18,806 residents of Nebraska started college as first time freshmen.  Of these students, 15,629 (83.1%) 
 stayed in Nebraska while 3,177 (15.7%) went out of state to school. 
 
  • Of the 3,177 Nebraskans who went out of state to college, 3,105 (97.7%) enrolled at degree-granting institutions, 
   while only 72 started college at non-degree-granting, out-of-state schools. 
 
  • The 3,105 Nebraskans who attended out-of-state, degree-granting schools included 2,586 first-time freshmen 
   who enrolled within 12 months of high school graduation and 519 students who started college more than 
   12 months after they finished high school.  
 
  The two maps beginning on the next page and Table 2.5, which follows the maps, summarize the migration pattern 
 of the 2,586 Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen who started college at degree-granting institutions within a year of 
 high school graduation.  Two additional maps on pages 32 and 33, followed by Table 2.6, provide comparable information 
 for all of the Nebraskans who started college at out-of-state, degree-granting schools, including the 519 students who enrolled 
 more than 12 months after they graduated from high school. 
 
  Based on the by-state analysis of all of the Nebraska first-time freshmen who migrated out of state, which is 
 summarized in Table 2.6, the following conclusions can be drawn: 
 
 • Among the 3,105 Nebraska first-time freshmen who went to degree-granting, out-of-state schools in fall 2006, 
  the largest numbers of students attended colleges and universities in eight Midwestern and Western states. 
 
 • Schools in just four states—Iowa, Missouri, Kansas and South Dakota—attracted 55% of all of the Nebraska 
  first-time freshmen who attended out-of-state, degree-granting colleges and universities in fall 2006. 
 
 • Four states—Wyoming, Minnesota, Illinois and Colorado—accounted for another 19% of the students who 
  began their postsecondary studies outside of Nebraska. 
 
 • Together, the eight states attracted 2,296 or 74% of the Nebraska first-time freshmen who enrolled at out-of-state, 
  degree-granting schools. 
 
 • Degree-granting schools in Arizona, Texas, California and Florida accounted for another 298 or 10% of the Nebraska 
  first-time freshmen pursuing their education out of state. 
 
 • The remaining 511 or 16% of the first-time freshmen from Nebraska chose to go to college in 38 other states 
  and the District of Columbia. 
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Number of Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled 
at Out-of-State, Degree-Granting Colleges and Universities 

within 12 Months of High School Graduation, by State, Fall 20061 

 

 

1Source: National Center for Education Statistics, 
Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. Includes full-time and 
part-time students.
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Percentage of Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen  
Who Enrolled at Out-of-State, Degree-Granting 

Colleges and Universities within 12 Months of High School Graduation,  
by State, Fall 20061 

 

1Source: National Center for Education 
Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. Includes 
full-time and part-time students.
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Table 2.5 - Out-Migration 

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen 
Enrolled at Out-of-State, Degree-Granting Colleges and Universities 

within 12 Months of High School Graduation by State 
Fall 2006 

State 
Number of 

Nebraska-Resident 
First-Time Freshmen 

% of 
Nebraska-Resident 

First-Time Freshmen 
State 

Number of 
Nebraska-Resident 

First-Time Freshmen 

% of 
Nebraska-Resident 

First-Time Freshmen 

Iowa 554 21.4% Washington 16 0.6% 
Missouri 355 13.7% Arkansas 14 0.5% 
Kansas 320 12.4% District of Columbia 14 0.5% 
South Dakota 277 10.7% North Carolina 14 0.5% 
Subtotal 1,506 58.2% Tennessee 12 0.5% 
   North Dakota 11 0.4% 
Wyoming 150 5.8% Michigan 10 0.4% 
Minnesota 122 4.7% South Carolina 10 0.4% 
Illinois 112 4.3% Louisiana 9 0.3% 
Colorado 77 3.0% Alabama 8 0.3% 
Subtotal 461 17.8% Virginia 8 0.3% 
   Kentucky 7 0.3% 
Texas 66 2.6% Idaho 6 0.2% 
California 47 1.8% Maryland 6 0.2% 
Arizona 37 1.4% New Mexico 6 0.2% 
Oklahoma 36 1.4% Connecticut 5 0.2% 
Subtotal 186 7.2% Hawaii 5 0.2% 
   Rhode Island 5 0.2% 
Massachusetts 33 1.3% Nevada 4 0.2% 
Indiana 31 1.2% Vermont 4 0.2% 
New Jersey 25 1.0% Mississippi 3 0.1% 
Florida 24 0.9% New Hampshire 3 0.1% 
New York 24 0.9% Oregon 3 0.1% 
Wisconsin 24 0.9% West Virginia 3 0.1% 
Ohio 23 0.9% Alaska 2 0.1% 
Pennsylvania 20 0.8% Maine 2 0.1% 
Utah 20 0.8% Delaware 1 0.0% 
Georgia 17 0.7% Montana 1 0.0% 
Subtotal 241 9.3% Subtotal 192 7.4% 

   Total 2,586 100.0% 
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Number of Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen Enrolled at Out-of-State,  
Degree-Granting Colleges and Universities  

by State Fall 20061 

 
 

1Source: National Center for Education 
Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. 
Includes full-time and part-time students. 
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Percentage of Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen Enrolled at Out-of-State,  
Degree-Granting Colleges and Universities  

by State Fall 20061 

 
  

1Source: National Center for Education 
Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. 
Includes full-time and part-time students. 
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Table 2.6 – Out-Migration 
Number and Percentage of All Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen 

Enrolled at Out-of-State, Degree-Granting 
Colleges and Universities by State 

Fall 20061 

State 
Number of 

Nebraska-Resident 
First-Time Freshmen 

% of 
Nebraska-Resident 

First-Time Freshmen 
State 

Number of 
Nebraska-Resident 

First-Time Freshmen 

% of 
Nebraska-Resident 

First-Time Freshmen 

Iowa 693 22.3% Washington 17 0.5% 
Missouri 376 12.1% North Carolina 15 0.5% 
Kansas 334 10.8% Arkansas 14 0.5% 
South Dakota 298 9.6% District of Columbia 14 0.5% 
Subtotal 1,701 54.8% North Dakota 14 0.5% 
   Tennessee 13 0.4% 
Wyoming 172 5.5% Louisiana 11 0.4% 
Illinois 162 5.2% Michigan 11 0.4% 
Minnesota 134 4.3% South Carolina 11 0.4% 
Colorado 127 4.1% Virginia 11 0.4% 
Subtotal 595 19.2% Maryland 10 0.3% 
   Alabama 9 0.3% 
Arizona 116 3.7% Nevada 8 0.3% 
Texas 80 2.6% Kentucky 7 0.2% 
California 60 1.9% New Mexico 7 0.2% 
Florida 42 1.4% Idaho 6 0.2% 
Subtotal 298 9.6% Oregon 6 0.2% 
   Connecticut 5 0.2% 
Oklahoma 39 1.3% Hawaii 5 0.2% 
Massachusetts 35 1.1% Mississippi 5 0.2% 
Indiana 33 1.1% Rhode Island 5 0.2% 
Utah 30 1.0% West Virginia 5 0.2% 
Wisconsin 29 0.9% New Hampshire 4 0.1% 
New York 28 0.9% Vermont 4 0.1% 
New Jersey 26 0.8% Alaska 2 0.1% 
Ohio 24 0.8% Maine 2 0.1% 
Pennsylvania 23 0.7% Montana 2 0.1% 
Georgia 20 0.6% Delaware 1 0.0% 
Subtotal 287 9.2% Subtotal 224 7.2% 

   Total 3,105 100.0% 
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 Net Migration of First-Time Freshmen by State 
 
  Table 2.7 and Table 2.8 on the next two pages show Nebraska’s net migration of first-time freshmen at 
 degree-granting institutions in fall 2006 by state.  Table 2.7 shows the net migration for students who started 
 college within 12 months of high school graduation.  Table 2.8 shows comparable data for all first-time freshmen 
 who migrated to or from Nebraska. 
 
  As shown on Table 2.8, the state with the highest positive net migration is Colorado.  In fall 2006, 456 first-time 
 freshmen from Colorado attended college in Nebraska, compared to 127 Nebraskans who migrated to Colorado to begin 
 their postsecondary studies for a net migration of 329 students.  Other states with positive net migration of more than 
 20 students to Nebraska were Texas, Hawaii, California, Wisconsin, Minnesota and North Dakota.   In total, Nebraska 
 gained more students than it lost to 17 states. 
 
  Nebraska lost more students than it gained from a total of 31 states.  The states with the highest negative net 
 migration numbers were Missouri, Wyoming, Iowa, Arizona and Kansas.  Nebraska lost 194 more students than it 
 gained from Missouri.  Losses to the other states ranged from 73 to 95 first-time freshmen.  
 
  Total net migration in the fall 2006 was a positive 85 for students who started college within 12 months of high 
 school graduation, but a negative 127 for all first-time freshmen, including those who enrolled more than a year after 
 they finished high school. 
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Table 2.7 
Nebraska Net Migration for First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled at Degree-Granting Institutions 

within 12 Months of High School Graduation by State 
Fall 2006 

State 

In-Migration 
of Out-of-State 

First-Time 
Freshmen 

Out-Migration 
of First-Time 

Freshmen from 
Nebraska 

Net Migration State 

In-Migration 
of Out-of-State 

First-Time 
Freshmen 

Out-Migration 
of First-Time 

Freshmen from 
Nebraska 

Net Migration 

Colorado 432 77 355 New Hampshire 2 3 -1 
Texas 143 66 77 Virginia 7 8 -1 
California 100 47 53 West Virginia 2 3 -1 
Hawaii 54 5 49 Arkansas 11 14 -3 
Minnesota 159 122 37 Connecticut 2 5 -3 
Wisconsin 61 24 37 Vermont 1 4 -3 
Illinois 140 112 28 Rhode Island 1 5 -4 
North Dakota 36 11 25 Louisiana 4 9 -5 
Oregon 18 3 15 Tennessee 7 12 -5 
Montana 10 1 9 Georgia 11 17 -6 
Washington 25 16 9 Kentucky 1 7 -6 
Florida 31 24 7 North Carolina 8 14 -6 
Maryland 13 6 7 South Carolina 2 10 -8 
Nevada 11 4 7 New Jersey 16 25 -9 
Idaho 12 6 6 New York 15 24 -9 
New Mexico 12 6 6 Pennsylvania 9 20 -11 
Michigan 15 10 5 District of Columbia 0 14 -14 
Alaska 6 2 4 Oklahoma 19 36 -17 
Utah 21 20 1 Indiana 9 31 -22 
Alabama 8 8 0 Massachusetts 1 33 -32 
Delaware 1 1 0 South Dakota 222 277 -55 
Ohio 23 23 0 Iowa 479 554 -75 
Arizona 36 37 -1 Kansas 243 320 -77 
Maine 1 2 -1 Wyoming 63 150 -87 
Mississippi 2 3 -1 Missouri 166 355 -189 
 Total 2,671 2,586 + 85 
Note:  Including three students from Puerto Rico and American Samoa, net migration is + 88. 
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Table 2.8 
Nebraska Net Migration for All First-Time Freshmen 

Who Enrolled at Degree-Granting Institutions by State 
Fall 2006 

State 

In-Migration 
of Out-of-State 

First-Time 
Freshmen 

Out-Migration 
of First-Time 

Freshmen from 
Nebraska 

Net Migration State 

In-Migration 
of Out-of-State 

First-Time 
Freshmen 

Out-Migration 
of First-Time 

Freshmen from 
Nebraska 

Net Migration 

Colorado 456 127 329 Vermont 1 4 -3 
Texas 149 80 69 West Virginia 2 5 -3 
Hawaii 55 5 50 Rhode Island 1 5 -4 
California 103 60 43 Georgia 15 20 -5 
Wisconsin 65 29 36 South Carolina 6 11 -5 
Minnesota 162 134 28 Kentucky 1 7 -6 
North Dakota 40 14 26 Louisiana 5 11 -6 
Oregon 21 6 15 North Carolina 9 15 -6 
Montana 11 2 9 Tennessee 7 13 -6 
Washington 26 17 9 Florida 34 42 -8 
Alaska 9 2 7 New Jersey 17 26 -9 
Maryland 17 10 7 Utah 21 30 -9 
Idaho 12 6 6 District of Columbia 2 14 -12 
Michigan 17 11 6 New York 15 28 -13 
New Mexico 12 7 5 Pennsylvania 10 23 -13 
Nevada 13 8 5 Oklahoma 25 39 -14 
Delaware 2 1 1 Illinois 146 162 -16 
Arkansas 14 14 0 Indiana 14 33 -19 
Maine 2 2 0 Massachusetts 1 35 -34 
Alabama 8 9 -1 South Dakota 244 298 -54 
Ohio 23 24 -1 Kansas 261 334 -73 
Connecticut 3 5 -2 Arizona 40 116 -76 
Mississippi 3 5 -2 Iowa 608 693 -85 
New Hampshire 2 4 -2 Wyoming 77 172 -95 
Virginia 9 11 -2 Missouri 182 376 -194 
 Total 2,978 3,105 -127 
Note:  Including three students from Puerto Rico and American Samoa, net migration is - 124. 
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 Total Net Migration Including Foreign Students 
 
  Adding foreign students to the migration equation changes the net difference between the number of students 
 who came to Nebraska and the number who left the state to start their postsecondary education at degree-granting 
 institutions.  As shown in Table 2.9 below, Nebraska’s net migration, including foreign students who started college 
 within 12 months of high school graduation, is a positive 197, compared to 85 as evidenced in Table 2.7.  Adding 
 foreign students who started college more than 12 months after high school graduation results in a positive net 
 migration of 128, compared to a negative 127 or a difference of 255 students. 
 
 

Table 2.9 
Net Migration of All Non-Nebraska, First-Time Freshmen at Degree-Granting Nebraska Institutions 

and Nebraska First-Time Freshmen at Out-of-State Degree-Granting Institutions 
by Length of Time Since High School Graduation, Fall 2006 

(Including Foreign Students) 

Length of Time Since 
High School Graduation 

Out-of-State & Foreign 
First-Time Freshmen 

Who Attended Nebraska 
Degree-Granting Institutions 

First-Time Freshmen 
from Nebraska 

Who Attended Out-of-State 
Degree-Granting Institutions 

Net 
Migration 

Number of 
Students 

% of 
Students 

Number of 
Students 

% of 
Students 

Started College within 12 Months 
of High School Graduation 2,783 86.1% 2,586 83.3% + 197 

Started College More than 12 Months 
after High School Graduation 450 13.9% 519 16.7% - 69 

Total Number of First-Time Freshmen Who 
Attended Degree-Granting Institutions 3,233 100.0% 3,105 100% + 128 

 
 
  



 Nebraska’s Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education – December 2007    41 

  Adding foreign students and including non-degree granting schools in the migration equation also changes 
 the net difference between the number of students who came to Nebraska and the number who left the state to begin 
 their postsecondary studies in fall 2006.  As shown in Table 2.10, the net migration for all first-time freshmen who started 
 college at degree- and non-degree-granting schools within 12 months of high school graduation, including foreign students, 
 results in a positive net migration of 178 students.  However, a negative net migration for students who delayed going to 
 college for more than a year after high school results in a lower, but still positive, overall net migration of 84 first-time 
 freshmen in fall 2006. 
  
 

Table 2.10 
Net Migration of All Non-Nebraska, First-Time Freshmen at Nebraska Institutions 

and Nebraska First-Time Freshmen at Out-of-State Institutions 
by Length of Time Since High School Graduation, Fall 2006 

(Including Foreign Students and Non-Degree-Granting Institutions) 

Length of Time Since 
High School Graduation 

Out-of-State & Foreign 
First-Time Freshmen 

Who Attended Degree-Granting 
and Non-Degree-Granting 

Institutions in Nebraska 

First-Time Freshmen 
from Nebraska 

Who Attended Out-of-State 
Degree-Granting and 

Non-Degree-Granting Institutions 
Net 

Migration 

Number of 
Students 

% of 
Students 

Number of 
Students 

% of 
Students 

Started College within 12 Months 
of High School Graduation 2,794 85.7% 2,616 82.3% + 178 

Started College More than 12 Months 
after High School Graduation 467 14.3% 561 17.7% - 94 

Total Number of First-Time Freshmen  3,261 100.0% 3,177 100.0% + 84 
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Section 3 
Out-of-State Colleges and Universities 

Attended by First-Time Freshmen from Nebraska, Fall 2006 
 
 
  In fall 2006, 3,105 first-time freshmen from Nebraska enrolled at degree-granting colleges and universities across the 
 United States.  These students included 2,586 freshmen who went on to college within 12 months of graduating from high school 
 and 519 freshmen who delayed starting college for more than a year after they finished high school.  An additional 72 students 
 from Nebraska started college at non-degree-granting, out-of-state schools in fall 2006. 
 
  This section provides detailed information to answer the question, “What institutions do Nebraskans attend when they  
 go out of state to college?”  Emphasis in this section is on the degree-granting, out-of-state colleges and universities that 
 admitted first-time freshmen from Nebraska in fall 2006.  Specifically, this section provides detailed information to answer 
 four questions: 
 
  • How many degree-granting institutions across the United States enrolled first-time freshmen from Nebraska in fall 2006? 
 
  • Where are these degree-granting institutions located? 
 
  • Which of these out-of-state institutions attracted the highest numbers of first-time freshmen from Nebraska? 
 
  • How many first-time freshmen from Nebraska attended “top-ranked” colleges and universities? 
 
 Non-degree-granting schools that enrolled Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen are also listed at the end of this section. 
 

  All data summarized in this section are from the National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary 
 Data System (IPEDS).  Reported counts include full-time and part-time students. 
 
  Throughout this section, “top-ranked” colleges and universities are identified using the rankings published annually by 
 U.S. News & World Report under the title, “America’s Best Colleges.”  The Commission is aware of the controversial nature of 
 these rankings.  They are included, due to their popularity and the lack of any other national ranking system. 
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 Number of Degree-Granting Institutions Attended by Nebraska Freshmen 
 

• As shown in Table 3.1 below, the 3,105 Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen who studied out of state in fall 2006 attended 
  585 colleges and universities in 49 states and the District of Columbia. 
 

Table 3.1 
Number of Out-of-State, Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions 

Attended by Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen by State 
Fall 20061 

State No. of Nebraska 
First-Time Freshmen 

No. of Colleges with 
Nebraska Freshmen State No. of Nebraska 

First-Time Freshmen 
No. of Colleges with Nebraska 

Freshmen 

Iowa 693 40 Washington 17 7 
Missouri 376 38 North Carolina 15 12 
Kansas 334 37 Arkansas 14 4 
South Dakota 298 16 District of Columbia 14 6 
Subtotal 1,701 131 North Dakota 14 5 
   Tennessee 13 9 
Wyoming 172 7 Louisiana 11 6 
Illinois 162 31 Michigan 11 6 
Minnesota 134 31 South Carolina 11 7 
Colorado 127 29 Virginia 11 9 
Subtotal 595 98 Maryland 10 5 
  Alabama 9 5 
Arizona 116 19 Nevada 8 6 
Texas 80 30 Kentucky 7 5 
California 60 30 New Mexico 7 7 
Florida 42 19 Idaho 6 1 
Subtotal 298 98 Oregon 6 6 
  Connecticut 5 4 
Oklahoma 39 13 Hawaii 5 2 
Massachusetts 35 17 Mississippi 5 5 
Indiana 33 14 Rhode Island 5 3 
Utah 30 9 West Virginia 5 4 
Wisconsin 29 11 New Hampshire 4 3 
New York 28 16 Vermont 4 1 
New Jersey 26 2 Alaska 2 2 
Ohio 24 10 Maine 2 2 
Pennsylvania 23 19 Montana 2 2 
Georgia 20 12 Delaware 1 1 
Subtotal 287 123 Subtotal 224 135
  Total 3,105 585
1Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey.   Includes full-time and part-time students. 
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• Table 3.2 below shows that only 23 colleges and universities or 3.9% were attended by 25 or more Nebraska-resident, first-time 
 freshmen in fall 2006. Together, these 23 institutions enrolled 1,408 students or 45.3% of all Nebraska freshmen who attended  
 out-of-state colleges and universities. 
 
• In contrast, 526 colleges and universities or 89.9% were attended by nine or fewer Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen. 
 Together, these 526 schools attracted 38.7% of the Nebraska freshmen who started college outside of Nebraska. 
 
• Interestingly, 277 colleges and universities or 47.4% of the 585 out-of-state schools attracted only one student per institution, 
 or just 8.9% of the Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen who studied out of state. 

 
Table 3.2 

Out-of-State, Degree-Granting Institutions Classified by the Number  
of Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen Attending the Institutions and 
Total Number and Percentage of Nebraska First-Time Freshmen Attending 

the Colleges and Universities in Each Category,  Fall 20061 

Institution Category by 
No. of Nebraska-Resident,  

First-Time Freshmen 
Attending the Institution 

No. of Institutions 
in the Category 

% of 
Institutions in 
the Category 

Total No. of Nebraska First-Time 
Freshmen  Attending the Institution in the 

Category 

% of Total No. of Nebraska 
First-Time Freshmen Attending 
the Institution in the Category 

100 or More 2 0.3% 357 11.5% 
50-99 10 1.7% 678 21.8% 
25-49 11 1.9% 373 12.0% 
Subtotal 23 3.9% 1,408 45.3% 
     
20-24 2 0.3% 45 1.4% 
15-19 7 1.2% 118 3.8% 
10-14 27 4.6% 331 10.7% 
Subtotal 36 6.2% 494 15.9% 
     
5-9 67 11.5% 441 14.2% 
3 or 4 91 15.6% 304 9.8% 
2 91 15.6% 182 5.9% 
1 277 47.4% 276 8.9% 
Subtotal 526 89.9% 1,203 38.7% 
     
Total 585 100.0% 3,105 100.0% 
1Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey.  Includes full-time and part-time students. 
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Specific Out-of-State, Degree-Granting Institutions Attended by Nebraska Freshmen 
 
 All of the out-of-state, postsecondary institutions attended by Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen in fall 2006 are listed by state 
in Tables 3.11 and 3.12 at the end of this section. Table 3.11 lists all of the degree-granting institutions attended by Nebraska-resident, 
first-time freshmen, while Table 3.12 lists all of the non-degree granting institutions attended by Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen 
in fall 2006. Table 3.12 also provides the grand totals for degree- and non-degree-granting, out-of-state institutions. 
 
 

• Table 3.3 on the next page lists the 20 out-of-state colleges and universities with the highest numbers of first-time 
 freshmen from Nebraska in fall 2006. Together, these institutions attracted 42.9% of the 3,105 freshmen who went out 
 of state to attend degree-granting schools. Additionally, this table includes the categories and ranks of these institutions 
 that are published annually by U.S. News & World Report under the title, “America’s Best Colleges.”  The rankings shown 
 in Table 3.3 are from the 2008 edition of “America’s Best Colleges.” U.S. News & World Report does not rank community 
 colleges and online universities. 
 
 Institutions ranked by U.S. News & World Report are divided into quarters. Institutions in the top two quarters, or 50% of 
 the schools, are each assigned a numerical ranking. The schools in the third quarter are called “third tier” institutions and 
 those in the fourth quarter are called “fourth tier” institutions. Third and fourth tier institutions are not assigned numerical 
 ranks and are generally listed in alphabetical order. For more information on how the rankings are determined, see “How 
 We Do the Rankings,” by Robert J. Morse and Samuel Flanigan. This article can be found on the U.S. News & World Report 
 website: http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/usnews/edu/college/rankings/about/rank_brief.php 
 
• As shown on Table 3.3, the two schools with more than 100 Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen were Iowa Western 
 Community College and Northwest Missouri State University.  The remaining 18 schools enrolled 27 to 86 freshmen 
 from Nebraska. 
 
• As also shown in Table 3.3, the University of Phoenix-Online Campus and American Intercontinental University Online 
 enrolled a total of 79 Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen, accounting for 5.9% of the 1,332 Nebraska freshmen enrolled 
 at the top 20 out-of-state institutions. Students who take courses from these schools are considered to be going out of state 
 even though they may never leave Nebraska because the tuition and fees they pay are to institutions located out of state. 
 As a result, their enrollment is considered as a migration outflow. 
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Table 3.3 
Top 20 Out-of-State, Degree-Granting Colleges and Universities with the Highest Numbers 

of Nebraska-Resident, First-Time freshmen, Fall 20061 

State Institution 

No. of 
Nebraska 
First-Time 
Freshmen 

U.S. News and World Report 
America’s Best Colleges 2008 

Category 

U.S. News and World Report 
America’s Best Colleges 2008 

Ranking 

IA Iowa Western Community College 232 Unranked Unranked 
MO Northwest Missouri State University 125 Universities–Master's (Midwest) Third Tier 
SD University of South Dakota 86 National Universities Fourth Tier 
WY University of Wyoming 85 National Universities Third Tier 
IA Morningside College 82 Baccalaureate Colleges (Midwest) 26 
IA Iowa State University 76 National Universities 85 
KS Kansas State University 69 National Universities 124 
KS University of Kansas - Main Campus 63 National Universities 85 
IA Briar Cliff University 62 Baccalaureate Colleges (Midwest) 38 
SD South Dakota State University 55 National Universities Fourth tier 
IA Western Iowa Tech Community College 50 Unranked Unranked 
SD Mount Marty College 50 Universities–Master's (Midwest) Fourth Tier 
MO Rockhurst University 48 Universities-Master's (Midwest) 17 
AZ University of Phoenix-Online Campus 44 Unranked Unranked 
WY Wyo Tech 44 Unranked Unranked 
MO Saint Louis University-Main Campus 37 National Universities 82 
IL American Intercontinental University Online 35 Unranked Unranked 
KS Fort Hays State University 35 Universities–Master's (Midwest) Fourth tier 
IA Northwestern College 27 Baccalaureate Colleges (Midwest) 8 

MN University of Minnesota-Twin Cities 27 National Universities 71 
 Total 1,332   

1Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. Includes full-time and part-time students. 

Institution category and ranking from U.S. News & World Report, “America’s Best Colleges,” 2008 Edition. 
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Number of Nebraska Students Attending Top-Ranked Colleges and Universities 
 
  Since Nebraska is interested in attracting the state’s top high school graduates to its own postsecondary institutions, this section 
focuses on the number of Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen who attended top-ranking colleges and universities in the United States 
in fall 2006. The tables on the next four pages list the top nationally and regionally ranked colleges and universities in the United States 
according to the 2008 edition of “America’s Best Colleges” published by U.S. News & World Report.  
 
• As shown in Table 3.4, only 71 Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen attended the top 20 national universities in fall 2006, 
 accounting for only 2.3% of the 3,105 Nebraskans who traveled out of state to begin their postsecondary education at degree-granting 
 schools. 
 
• Among the 71 students, the highest number (14) chose to attend Washington University in St. Louis. 
 
• As shown in Table 3.5, only 30 Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen chose to attend any of the highest-ranked liberal arts 
 colleges, and these students accounted for less than 1% of the students who attended out-of-state, degree-granting institutions. 
 
• As also shown in Table 3.5, 17 of the 30 students attended Grinnell College in Iowa, Middlebury College in Vermont and the 
 United States Naval Academy in Maryland. 
 
• Table 3.6 lists the highest-ranking, masters-level universities in the Midwest. This table shows that 103 first-time freshmen from 
 Nebraska attended the highest ranked universities in this category. These students accounted for only 3.3% of the 3,105 Nebraska 
 resident, first-time freshmen who left the state to pursue their postsecondary education. These figures do not include Creighton 
 University, which is the top-ranked school in this category, because it is not an out-of-state institution. 
 
• Among the 103 students at the highest-ranking Midwestern masters-level universities, 77 attended Rockhurst University and 
 Truman State University in Missouri or Drake University in Iowa. 
 
• Table 3.7 lists the highest-ranking, baccalaureate-level universities in the Midwest. This table shows that 66 Nebraska-resident, 
 first-time freshmen attended the schools in this category. These students accounted for 2.1% of the 3,105 Nebraska-resident, 
 first-time freshmen who left the state to pursue their postsecondary education. 
 
• Among the 66 students, 27 attended Northwestern College and 16 attended Buena Vista University, both of which are located 
 in Iowa. 
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Table 3.4 
Number of Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen 

Attending Out-of-State, “Top 20” National Universities, Fall 20061 

State Institution U.S. News & World Report  
America’s Best Colleges 2008 Ranking 

No. of Nebraska 
First-Time Freshmen 

NJ Princeton University 1 0 
MA Harvard University 2 2 
CT Yale University 3 2 
CA Stanford University 4 5 
CA California Institute of Technology 5 1 
PA University of Pennsylvania 5 3 
MA Massachusetts Institute of Technology 7 1 
NC Duke University 8 2 
IL University of Chicago 9 8 

NY Columbia University 9 0 
NH Dartmouth College 11 2 
MO Washington University in St. Louis 12 14 
NY Cornell University 12 3 
RI Brown University 14 1 
IL Northwestern University 14 8 

MD Johns Hopkins University 14 0 
GA Emory University 17 3 
TX Rice University 17 2 
IN University of Notre Dame 19 12 
TN Vanderbilt University 19 2 

 Total  71 
1Source: Number of first-time freshmen from the National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. 
Includes full-time and part-time students.  

Institution category and ranking from U.S. News & World Report, “America’s Best Colleges,” 2008 Edition. 
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Table 3.5 
Number of Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen 

Attending Out-of-State, “Top 20” Liberal Arts Colleges, Fall 200616 

State Institution U.S. News & World Report  
America’s Best Colleges 2008 Ranking 

No. of Nebraska 
First-Time Freshmen 

MA Williams College 1 0 
MA Amherst College 2 1 
PA Swarthmore College 3 1 
MA Wellesley College 4 1 
VT Middlebury College 5 4 
MN Carleton College 5 3 
ME Bowdoin College 7 0 
CA Pomona College 7 0 
NC Davidson College 9 1 
PA Haverford College 10 0 
CT Wesleyan University 11 1 
CA Claremont McKenna College 11 1 
IA Grinnell College 11 9 
NY Vassar College 11 2 
CA Harvey Mudd College 15 1 
VA Washington and Lee University 15 0 
NY Colgate University 17 0 
NY Hamilton College 17 0 
MA Smith College 17 1 
OH Oberlin College 20 0 
MD United States Naval Academy 20 4 

 Total  30 
1Source: Number of first-time freshmen from the National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. 
Includes full-time and part-time students. 

Institution category and ranking from U.S. News & World Report, “America’s Best Colleges,” 2008 Edition. 
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Table 3.6 
Number of Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen 

Attending Out-of-State, “Top 20” Universities-Master's (Midwest), Fall 20061 

State Institution U.S. News & World Report  
America’s Best Colleges 2008 Ranking 

No. of Nebraska 
First-Time Freshmen 

NE Creighton University 1 N/A2

OH Xavier University 2 2 
IN Valparaiso University 3 2 
IN Butler University 4 0 
IA Drake University 4 12 
IL Bradley University 6 4 

OH John Carroll University 7 1 
MO Truman State University 8 17 
MN Hamline University 9 2 
MO Drury University 10 1 
IN University of Evansville 10 1 
OH Baldwin - Wallace College 12 0 
IL Elmhurst College 13 0 

MN College of St. Catherine 14 2 
OH Otterbein College 15 0 
IA University of Northern Iowa  16 7 
OH Capital University 17 0 
MO Rockhurst University 17 48 
IL North Central College 19 2 

MN Bethel University 20 2 
 Total  103 
1Source: Number of first-time freshmen from the National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. Includes full-time and 
part-time students.   Institution category and ranking from U.S. News & World Report, “America’s Best Colleges,” 2008 Edition. 
2N/A = Not Applicable because Creighton is not an out-of-state institution.  As a point of reference, Creighton enrolled 358 Nebraska-resident, 
  first-time freshmen in fall 2006. 
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Table 3.7 
Number of Nebraska-Resident, First-Time Freshmen 

Attending Out-of-State, “Top 20” Baccalaureate Colleges (Midwest), Fall 20061 

State Institution U.S. News & World Report  
America’s Best Colleges 2008 Ranking 

No. of Nebraska 
First-Time Freshmen 

IN Taylor University 1 2 
OH Ohio Northern University 2 0 
OH Cedarville University 3 1 
IA Dordt College 3 3 
IL Augustana College 5 0 

OH Marietta College 6 0 
IN Huntington University 7 1 
IA Northwestern College 8 27 

MN Northwestern College 9 7 
WI Milwaukee School of Engineering 10 0 
MO College of the Ozarks 11 8 
IA Buena Vista University 12 16 
IA Loras College 12 1 
IN Manchester College 14 0 
WI Carthage College 15 0 
MI Adrian College 16 0 
IN Franklin College 16 0 
IL McKendree College 18 0 
MI Concordia University 19 0 
IN St. Mary - of - the - Woods College 19 0 
 Total  66 

1Source: Number of first-time freshmen from the National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. 
Includes full-time and part-time students. 

Institution category and ranking from U.S. News & World Report, “America’s Best Colleges,” 2008 Edition. 
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• Only 39 Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen attended top-ranked, masters-level universities outside the Midwest 
 in fall 2006, accounting for only 1.3% of the 3,105 Nebraskans who were studying out-of-state at the beginning of their freshmen year. 
 
• As shown in Table 3.8, 24 of these students attended 11 top-ranking, masters-level universities in the West region while nine 
 were enrolled at four top-ranking, masters-level universities in the South region and six were enrolled at four top-ranking, 
 masters-level universities in the North region. 

 

Table 3.8 
Number of Nebraska-Resident, first-time freshmen 

Attending Out-of-State, Top Ranked Universities-Master’s by Region, Fall 20061 

State Institution 
U.S. News & World Report 

America’s Best Colleges 2008 
Category: Universities-Master's 

U.S. News & World Report  
America’s Best Colleges 2008 

Ranking 

No. of Nebraska 
First-Time Freshmen 

TX Trinity University West 1 1 
CA Santa Clara University West 2 2 
WA Gonzaga University West 3 3 
CA Loyola Marymount University West 4 5 
WA Seattle University West 6 3 
CA California Polytechnic State University-San Luis Obispo West 10 1 
CA Saint Marys College of California West 11 1 
CA Chapman University West 12 1 
TX University of Dallas West 15 3 
TX Abilene Christian University West 17 3 
NM New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology West 19 1 

 Subtotal   24 
VA James Madison University South 4 2 
LA Loyola University New Orleans South 6 2 
FL Embry Riddle Aeronautical University-Worldwide South 13 4 
KY Murray State University South 14 1 

 Subtotal   9 
PA Villanova University North 1 1 
NY Rochester Institute of Technology North 8 2 
PA Saint Joseph's University North 8 2 
MA Emerson College North 16 1 

 Subtotal   6 
 Total   39 
1Source: Number of first-time freshmen from the National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey.  Includes full-time and part-time students. 

Institution category and ranking from U.S. News & World Report, “America’s Best Colleges,” 2008 Edition. 
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• Table 3.9 below, shows that only 22 Nebraska-resident, first-time freshmen attended top-ranked baccalaureate 
 colleges outside the Midwest, representing less than 1% of the 3,105 students who started their postsecondary 
 education out of state. 
 
• Of the 22 Nebraskans who attended top-ranked baccalaureate colleges outside the Midwest, seven attended the 
 United State Air Force Academy in Colorado and seven attended John Brown University in Arkansas. 

 
 

Table 3.9 
Number of Nebraska-Resident, first-time freshmen 

Attending Out-of-State, Top Ranked Baccalaureate Colleges by Region, Fall 20061 

State Institution 
U.S. News & World Report 

America’s Best Colleges 2008 
Category 

U.S. News & World Report 
America’s Best Colleges 

2008 Ranking 

No. of Nebraska 
First-Time Freshmen 

CO United States Air Force Academy Baccalaureate Colleges (West) 1 7 
CA The Master's College and Seminary Baccalaureate Colleges (West) 2 2 
OK Oklahoma Wesleyan University Baccalaureate Colleges (West) 7 1 

 Subtotal   10 
AR John Brown University Baccalaureate Colleges (South) 4 7 
GA Covenant College Baccalaureate Colleges (South) 7 2 
AL Tuskegee University Baccalaureate Colleges (South) 8 1 

 Subtotal   10 
NY Elmira College Baccalaureate Colleges (North) 6 1 
NY United States Merchant Marine Academy Baccalaureate Colleges (North) 7 1 

 Subtotal   2 
 Total   22 
1Source: Number of first-time freshmen from the National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2006 IPEDS survey. Includes full-time and part-time students.  

Institution category and ranking from U.S. News & World Report, “America’s Best Colleges,” 2008 Edition. 
 
 
  


